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COMMUNITY IDENTITY

ISSUES, OPPORTUNITIES, AND FINDINGS

Overwhelmingly, the small-town feel of Buda was identifi ed 
as a character of the city that residents love and feel needs 
to be protected.  This indicates a sense of community identity 
that needs to be protected, as well as enhanced as new areas 
grow.  

Community identity helps defi ne Buda, differentiating it from 
the surrounding communities in central Texas as a unique 
place.  There are several opportunities to emphasize Buda’s 
identity, including establishing and enforcing standards for the 
design of the public realm, developing signature gateways at 
the city’s entrances and along major corridors, and reinforcing 
the new brand throughout the community.  

Improve the Built Environment to Refl ect 
a Sense of  Identity
The built environment has signifi cant impact on the feel, or 
identity of a community.  The way streets are designed and 
landscaped, the condition and style of buildings, the quality 
and pervasiveness of signs - these and many other things 
affect the character of the public realm.  

Maximize on Location
IH 35 is the primary corridor through Buda, and is truly the 
window or front door into the community.  As such, the corridor 
presents the opportunity to establish identity features.

Defi ning Community Edges
The edges of the community are opportunities for gateways.  
Currently, the only announcement into Buda is the standard 
TXDOT “Next 3 Exits” sign.  On FM 1626, there is no 
indication that one has entered into the city.  Gateways are 
tools a community can use to not only more strongly defi ne 
the edges of the community, but also to help develop the 
community identity of Buda.

“Community character is something a community has inherently, not 
something that can be applied like makeup. It is conveyed by not 
only grand buildings and public spaces but a whole range of urban 
elements: residences of all sizes and scale; commercial, government, 
and institutional buildings; street cross-sections; street furniture and 
graphics; public places, large and small; ceremonial buildings; 
informal activities such as street markets and fairs; and the food, 
language, and personalities that contribute to a community’s 
narrative. Only through the understanding and reinforcement of its 
character can a community fl ourish civically and economically.”

~American Planning Association
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COMMUNITY IDENTITY RECOMMENDATIONS
Goal Statement
Buda is a unique community with a charming small town character, active 
neighborhoods, and many entertainment and recreation opportunities.

Objective CI-1 Utilize gateways, entry signs, and landscaping at edges of the 
City of Buda and the ETJ to indicate entrance into Buda.

Gateways are a great way to defi ne the edge of the city and announce entrance into Buda.  Distinct features help to 
differentiate Buda from other surrounding Central Texas communities and emphasize the area’s unique character.  Buda 
can benefi t from gateways, especially along the IH 35 corridor where one community can easily blend into another.  

Action CI-1.1  Work with TXDOT to construct gateways at target locations along major 
corridors into the City of Buda. 
There are many opportunities along the major arterials in Buda to develop a gateway.  However, these roadways are 
under the authority of TXDOT and will require coordination with them to develop these gateways.  
* SH 45 overpass and before the Main Street exit
* At FM 1626 and FM 967
* Along IH 35 between Kyle and Buda
* At FM 1626 and FM 2770

Action CI-1.2  Work with TXDOT to further 
enhance Buda’s bridges, underpasses, and 
intersections along the IH 35 corridor.
Recent construction along IH 35 to increase capacity introduces 
the opportunity to install beautifi cation elements such as 
landscaping, color, and other features to enhance the bridges, 
underpasses, and intersections.  Use trees and plantings to 
improve the overall appearance of these intersections.

de•fined
gateway

Something that serves as an 
entrance or a means of access

~www.thefreedictionary.com

New bridges over IH 35 in Kyle have been designed 
with context sensitive elements.
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Objective CI-2 Improve the quality and character of development along 
Gateway Corridors.

The Unifi ed Development Code identifi es a Gateway Corridor Overlay along certain arterial streets (Loop 4, FM 967, 
FM 2770, FM 2001 and FM 1626) to provide development standards that maintain or enhance the visual integrity of the 
corridors.  

Action CI-2.1  Work with TXDOT and private land owners to bury utility lines.
As work continues along the corridor, work with TXDOT and private land owners to bury utility lines.  This will help 
“clean up” the clutter along this corridor and improve the Buda skyline.

Action CI-2.2  Modify UDC to provide stronger design-oriented development standards for 
architecture, building articulation, site-plan, signs, and streetscaping elements as part of the 
Gateway Overlay Zone for developments on gateway corridors.
Currently this corridor has a gateway overlay zoning district applied to it.  However, the design standards for 
building, landscaping, and signs are lacking compared to best practices.  Improve these standards along the Interstate 
Gateway Corridor.  In the Spring of 2011, the City adopted an amendment to this section of the UDC taking steps to 
address this action.  Further fi ne tuning of these standards may be appropriate based on other recommendations of 
Buda 2030

Action CI-2.3  Identify new gateway corridors and amend the UDC and Zoning Map to bring 
new gateway corridors under the Gateway Overlay Zone.
As Buda grows and the road system expands, new gateway corridors will emerge.  Already this may include East 
Main Street (east of IH 35) and Turnersville Rd (as it extends south from SH 45).  

Objective CI-3 Enhance Buda’s streets with attractive streetscapes and signs.

Streets are part of the public realm, and as such should be emphasized as a way that people experience Buda - whether 
they’re walking, bicycling, or driving.  Historically, this part of the public realm has not received as much attention as it 
deserves.  Fix this mistake by retrofi tting streets with attractive streetscaping, signs, and wayfi nding, and modify the UDC to 
ensure that future roadways are developed to a high quality and contributes to the aesthetics of the community.



G
O

A
LS

, O
BJ

EC
TI

V
ES

, &
 R

EC
O

M
M

EN
DA

TI
O

N
S 

| 
co

m
m

un
ity

 id
en

tit
y

146 BUDA 2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
preserving our heritage | sustaining our future 

Action CI-3.1  Improve design standards for streetscapes for all of Buda’s streets (not just 
gateway corridors).
Incorporate Context Sensitive Solutions and Complete Street policies into general requirements for roadway design.  

Action CI-3.2  Review sign ordinance and modify as necessary to ensure that signs are 
appropriate for the character in which they are located.

Action CI-3.3  Add wayfi nding signs at key locations throughout the city.
Wayfi nding will help visitors and residents navigate throughout the town.  Install signs directing 
people to key destinations and neighborhoods throughout Buda.  

Action CI-3.4  Establish a tree-planting program.
Trees are an important element of articulating a small-town feel and should be both protected 
and enhanced in areas that have lost trees.  The City can establish a commitment to having 
a community known for its trees through a tree-planting program.  Through a tree-planting 
program, the City plants new trees along streets or in public places and replaces trees that die or 
are damaged.  As part of this effort, conduct a tree inventory of the City’s public parks, streets, 
and parking lots.  This inventory will help identify priority locations for tree planting.

Trees in this program should be selected based on their ability to provide shade as well as ability 
to withstand Buda’s hot and dry climate without signifi cantly impacting water resources.  Also, 
consider special circumstances in design of planting trees where there are physical constraints, 
such as narrow sidewalks or utility confl icts.

Action CI-3.5  Establish a public art program to install public art in the city’s 
public realm, including streets and parks.
Culture and arts can play a major role in helping to articulate and celebrate community identity, 
particularly in the public realm.  Public art can educate people and initiate conversations about 
the historical and cultural context of a community.  Public areas such as streets, parks, open 
spaces, and plazas, are opportunities to engage the artist community and simultaneously beautify 
the public realm in a way that emphasizes community identity.

Trees help enhance roadway aesthetics, such as these along 
Main Street.


