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PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE
This element of Buda 2030 addresses specifi cally parks, 
recreation, and open space in Buda.  Buda 2030 recognizes 
the value of parks, recreation, and open space as an 
infl uence on the quality of life in the community.  The goal 
of this element is to create a superior park and recreation 
system.  It covers components such as improvements to and 
maintenance of existing parks, opportunities for trails and 
connecting parks, accessibility of the park system in terms 
of proximity to residents of Buda, opportunities to preserve 
Buda’s natural resources, and recreational opportunities that 
exist in Buda.  

Existing Park, Recreation, and Open 
Space Amenities
According to the land use analysis, there are 534 acres 
of parks and preserved open space in the city and its ETJ.  
This includes both publicly and privately owned parks that 
are programmed for recreation with sports fi elds, trails, 
playscapes, and picnic areas.  It also includes open space 
areas that are preserved for drainage or passive recreation.  

The City owns approximately 244 acres of park or open 
space land.  This includes 219 acres in 11 programmed or 
developed parks and 25 acres of greenbelts or drainage 
areas classifi ed as open space.  In addition, there are 13 
HOA or privately owned parks.  Developers and private 
entities own an additional 197 acres of undeveloped open 
space that could be transferred to the City in the future.  

Since the previous Comprehensive Plan in 2002, there has 
been substantial growth in the amount of parkland within the 
City.  In 2002, Buda had 43.3 acres.  The largest growth has 
been the addition of the Buda Sportsplex (52 acres) and 
Historic Stagecoach Park (51 acres).

The major recreational facilities developed at Buda’s public 
and private parks include playscapes, basketball courts, 
soccer and football fi elds, baseball/softball fi elds, and picnic 
areas.  Additionally, there are approximately 4.09 miles of 
trails developed within parks and linear greenbelts.  There 
are also 7 neighborhood pools owned and maintained by 
Homeowner Associations.

Parkland Dedication
The City of Buda has Parks and Open Space requirements 
as part of the Unifi ed Development Code to meet the 
parkland and open space needs of the growing city.  The 
code states, “While the dedication of land area to meet 
the requirements of this section is acceptable and in some 
cases desired, it is the policy of the City to encourage 
the payment of a fee-in-lieu of dedication to provide a 
mechanism for improvement of existing park land.”  The 
parkland dedication requirements are 1 acre of parkland 
per 50 dwelling units for any single family, duplex, and 
multifamily residential subdivision developments.  If the 
residential subdivision development has less than 10 single 
family units or less than 5 multifamily units then no parkland 
is required for dedication.  Additionally, when the amount 
of land required for dedication is less than fi ve acres, the 
developer is required to pay a fee-in-lieu of the parkland 
dedication.  Similarly, all developments in the ETJ (extra 
territorial jurisdiction) are required to pay the fee-in-lieu of 
parkland dedication.  When calculating the fee-in-lieu, the 
fee is equal to $500 per dwelling unit for any single family, 
duplex, and multifamily residential subdivision development.  
If the development is less than 10 single family units or less 
than 5 multifamily units then no fee is required.

Public and Private Parkland Calculations

Acres Share

Total park land 533.6

Developed 311.3 58.3% of all park land

Undeveloped* 222.3 41.7% of all park land

Public 244.3 45.8% of total park land

Developed 218.9 89.6% of public park land

Undeveloped* 25.3 10.4% of public park land

Private 289.3 54.2% of total park land

Developed 92.4 31.9% of private park land

Undeveloped* 196.9 68.1% of private park land
*Undeveloped includes landscaped areas as well as drainage and natural areas that do 

not have improvements to make them accessible to the public. 

DRAFT



110 BUDA 2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
preserving our heritage | sustaining our future 

DRAFT



G
O

A
LS, O

BJEC
TIV

ES, &
 REC

O
M

M
EN

DATIO
N

S | parks, open space, &
 recreation

111BUDA 2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
preserving our heritage | sustaining our future 

PARKS: ISSUES, OPPORTUNITIES, AND FINDINGS
Improvements to and Maintenance of  
Existing Parks
Based on public input, there are a number of existing public 
parks that need improvements.  Specifi cally, City Park, Bradfi eld 
Park, and Stagecoach Park were identifi ed as those where 
additional improvements are needed or have been planned but 
not yet completed.  

Additionally, a signifi cant amount of land identifi ed as 
current or future parkland or open space in the study area is 
undeveloped.  The City of Buda currently has 25 acres of public 
parkland or open space (10% of the City’s total parkland) that 
is undeveloped.  Additionally, developers have approximately 
197 acres of undeveloped land earmarked for parkland.  This 
privately-owned land could potentially transfer to the City as 
subdivisions are developed.  Overall, there is approximately 
222 acres of public and private land identifi ed as parkland or 
open space that is undeveloped, representing 42% of the total.  
This does include drainage areas that are inaccessible to the 
public and unimproved fl oodplain or creek corridors.  The map 
on the following page illustrates the development status of all 
park and open space land in the City of Buda and ETJ.

Of course, continuing to provide a high level of maintenance 
that Buda residents expect requires adequate funding.  As 
economic conditions tightened over the past couple of years, 
funding allocated to the Parks and Recreation system has 
decreased from around $480,000 in FY 2009-2010 to 
approximately $413,000 in the 2010-2011 fi scal year.  The 
current budget includes $315,000 for parks (5.75 FTE’s) and 
$166,000 (2 FTE’s) for the Sportsplex.  However, parkland in 
the system has increased in the last couple of years as Historic 
Stagecoach Park has opened to the public, placing further 
budgetary pressure on the parks system.  As a result, parks 
staff currently focus on maintenance of the existing parks and 
planning for major events, and lack the resources to conduct any 
other signifi cant programming.  

As the overall economy improves, increased funding for the 
parks system should be strongly considered.  This funding will 
allow the system to adequately use and program many of the 
existing park features, as well as improve key parks such as 
City Park.   Also, even though major new parks may not be 
added in the near term, additional greenbelts and trails that 
are high citizen priorities will require additional maintenance 
funding.  Finally, consideration should be given to evaluating 
the level of maintenance on portions of some parks, such as 
Bradfi eld, so that some maintenance funding can be used for 
other parks or for programming.

Mitigating Impacts of  Festivals on Parks
Buda has several festivals a year, many of which are held at 
City Park.  These festivals bring tens of thousands of people to 
Buda over a short period of time, and they have tremendous 
impacts on the parks at which they’re held.  The City needs 
to consider how these parks will be restored following these 
events, and how that effort will be funded.  In discussions with 
Parks and Recreation Department staff, the City is looking at 
increasing facility rental fees to generate additional revenue to 
restore parks after festivals to mitigate impacts.

Connecting Parks by Trails
The 2002 Comprehensive Plan recommended developing a 
system of trails that connect future parks.  The desire for trails 
among Buda’s citizens still stands; this was a top park and 
recreational need both in 2002 as well as 2010.  It will help 
improve connectivity of the park system as well as connecting 
neighborhoods and other destinations.

Maximizing Environmental Amenities of  
Buda
Buda has an abundance of natural environmental amenities, 
including Onion and Garlic creeks and the Edwards Aquifer 
area to the west of IH 35 as well as the Blackland Prairies 
to the east.  These amenities present opportunities for 
preservation.  By providing and defi ning permissible public 
access, these amenities can become components of the park and 
recreation system and contribute to the quality of life in Buda.
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PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS
Goal Statement
Buda has a superior system of parks, recreation, and open space that enhances the quality of life 
for all residents of Buda.

Objective P-1 Ensure successful implementation and maintenance of parks and 
recreation resources.

Parks and recreation play an important role in defi ning the quality of life in Buda.  By putting the appropriate policy framework in place, the 
actions and decisions of both the public and private sectors will help ensure implementation of this element of the plan in a way that promotes 
the vision for the future of Buda.

Action P-1.1  Develop a formal Park and Recreation Master Plan for the City of Buda and its surrounding 
ETJ that addresses park and recreation demand, park types and standards, park and facility inventory and 
needs, the park land dedication requirements, and identifi es funding needs and resources to develop and 
maintain parks to provide a superior park system for Buda.
A formal Park and Recreation Master Plan will help the City create a system and identify a plan of action to guide direction and 
focus resources for the Buda Park System.  The 2002 Comprehensive Plan served as the Buda Park System Master Plan.  However, 
in FY 2010-2011, the City of Buda budgeted $50,000 for the creation of a master plan for the Buda Park System.  That effort 
is expected to begin following adoption of the Buda 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  Below we have provided guidance for this park 
system master plan.

A Park and Recreation Master Plan defi nes and identifi es park and recreation needs as they relate to the vision, goals, and objectives 
of the Comprehensive Plan.  Components of this master plan include descriptions of classifi cations of different city parks; an inventory 
of the park and recreation facilities; and a needs identifi cation and assessment based on current conditions and public input.  Because 
Buda also has a great inventory of natural resources, it is highly recommended that the Park and Recreation Master Plan also include 
an Open Space component to identify opportunities for preserving, conserving, and maintaining natural amenities as well as a Trails / 
Hike & Bike component. As with any planning process, signifi cant public input should be gathered to identify the goals and desires of 
the residents of Buda to identify and prioritize recommendations.

Parks can generally be organized into three general categories: local parks, regional parks, and unique or destination parks.  Within 
these categories are various classifi cations of parks based on the area, facilities, and intended uses.  The Park Classifi cation discussion 
to the right presents a brief overview of common classifi cations of parks.  These classifi cations should be used to guide the Park and 
Recreation Master Plan.  
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A. LOCAL PARKS - These parks are located within the neighborhood or community 
served by the facility and are intended to provide for the day-to-day recreation 
needs for residents of all ages and abilities in Buda.  They are crucial for creating 
a high quality of life at the neighborhood level and should be easily accessible by 
residents by walking, bicycling, or driving. 

* Pocket Parks are very small “pockets” of open space easily accessible by walking 
or bicycling by nearby residents.  These parks are a recent addition to the park 
system among park and recreation planners.  Their size is usually less than one 
acre in size.  Because of their small size and intention of providing recreation to 
very close-by residents, vehicle access and parking is not a priority.  Amenities 
typically include benches, fountains, landscaping, possibly a playground, and 
other focal features.  Plazas or small green areas in downtown areas can also be 
considered pocket parks but in an urban environment.

* Neighborhood Parks serve a similar function to pocket parks, but at a larger 
scale.  They are the traditional basic unit of a park system.  Like pocket parks, 
neighborhood parks are within easy walking or bicycling distance from residents, 
but may also need to identify parking for residents of neighborhoods that live 
further away or are bringing a lot of items.  Neighborhood parks typically 
serve a neighborhood, with a service area of approximately 0.25 to 0.5 mile 
radius.  Typical size ranges from 1 to 15 acres and amenities include playground 
equipment, fi elds or areas for informal play, multi-purpose courts, shaded picnic 
areas, exercise trails, restrooms, and parking (possibly curb-side depending on 
the design of the subdivision and park).  Community and neighborhood gardens 
are also a type of neighborhood park.

* Community Parks are intended to serve a group of neighborhoods or portion 
of a city.  Community parks are typically accessed by vehicle, but should also 
be easily accessible by foot or bicycle for nearby residents.  The service area 
of a community park is approximately a 1 to 2 mile radius.  Typical size ranges 
from 10 to 100 acres, or large enough to provide a variety of facilities while 
still leaving open space for informal recreation and natural areas.  Amenities 
are similar to that of neighborhood parks, but increased in number and scale to 
accommodate more visitors.  They typically include playground equipment, natural 
areas, areas for informal play, athletic fi elds, multi-purpose courts, shaded picnic 
areas, large group pavilions, trails, restrooms, and parking.  Community parks 
may also include a community pool or recreation center.

B. REGIONAL PARKS - Regional parks intended to serve the entire Buda 
community, plus surrounding areas.  Visitors may drive as far as two hours to access 
the park.  These parks can serve as economic generators for Buda since they have 
the potential to attract visitors from outside of Buda to the community.  

There are generally two types of regional parks - Metropolitan and Regional - 
that differ slightly based on the geographical draw.  Often, however, metropolitan 
parks and regional parks can be one in the same.  A park may primarily function 
as a metropolitan park and serve the city day to day, but the occasional event 
may have a regional draw.  City Park is an example of a regional park that serves 
both of these functions.  Therefore, metropolitan and regional parks tend to have 
similar features.  Regional parks typically range in size from 100 to 500 acres 
and include extensive amenities.  These amenities may include a lake or pond for 
water-based activities, recreation center, pool, large playgrounds, lighted multi-
use courts, lighted sports fi eld (suitable for organized competitions), large group 
pavilions, picnic facilities such as grills and tables, lighted trails, performance areas 
or amphitheaters, restrooms, parking areas, and other facilities or amenities that 
take advantage of the unique characteristics of the site.

C. UNIQUE PARKS - These parks are created with a specifi c purpose in mind and 
are unique in some way.  Sometimes its physical features that make a park unique, 
other times is the type of facilities provided that defi ne the purpose of a park.  
Parks in this category include special purpose parks, linear parks, and open space 
or nature preserves.  Sizes of these parks will range based on the facilities and 
natural features as will the geographic draw of the park.

* Special Purpose Parks are defi ned by their facilities and have a broad range 
of uses.  Their size varies with the use of the park and normally the service area 
is community-wide, although it may extend regionally.  Because special purpose 
parks are defi ned by the activity, facilities at these parks are limited to support 
that activity and use.  Examples of special purpose parks may include golf 
courses, athletic fi elds or complexes, swimming pool centers, tennis complexes, 
botanical centers, memorial gardens, and cemeteries.  

* Linear Parks or Greenbelts are areas that generally follow some natural feature 
that is linear, such as creeks, drainage corridors, railroad (abandoned) or utility 
corridors, or transportation corridors.  Many of these corridors typically have 
development restrictions, but are valuable for developing trail to facilitate 
pedestrian and bicycle travel to connect other parks and open spaces areas, 
schools, neighborhoods, shopping centers, civic facilities, and other destinations.  

* Open Space or Nature Preserves are a type of land that contributes to the 
open space of a community, but with minimal development and programming.  
These areas typically have development restrictions, but are valuable because 
they protect and often enhance natural features.  Some open space or nature 
preserves can accommodate some passive recreation, such as hiking or 
interpretive features.  However, some nature preserves may also be sensitive to 
human activity and may need to be limited.

PARK CLASSIFICATION: A Guide for Planning for Parks
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Action P-1.2  Review and update the City’s parkland dedication ordinance and other 
subdivision design ordinances as necessary.
In order to make parks and open space a valuable amenity to Buda, parks need to be well maintained and easily 
accessible to residents.  Many parks that the City will acquire over time will come from dedications from private 
developers in new subdivisions.  Therefore, it is important that the UDC outline criteria for designing, locating, and 
maintaining parks.  This also includes requirements for a neighborhood trail system or connections to a citywide trail 
system, when applicable.

Action P-1.3  Create and apply location criteria when considering acceptance of land 
dedication for new parks.
All subdivisions should include park and recreation amenities.  This not only helps to improve the quality of life for 
Buda’s residents, but it is also a sales amenity that developers and home builders benefi t from.  All subdivisions 
should incorporate pocket and/or neighborhood parks, and possibly a community park depending on the size of 
the subdivision.  For parks to have the biggest impact on the quality of life, the UDC needs to require that park 
and open space amenities in a subdivision be in proximity to the maximum number of households possible.  Park 
amenities and features should also refl ect the function of the park.    

Where parkland is dedicated off-site from the development, the City should seek land that helps achieve the goals 
of Buda 2030 and any future Park and Recreation Master Plan.   

Action P-1.4  Encourage developers and landowners to develop parks and trails as well as 
preserve open space above and beyond what is required by the Unifi ed Development Code.
When there is the opportunity and the desire to provide additional recreational amenities or protect additional 
open space beyond the requirements of the UDC, the city should work with private property owners or developers 
to encourage it.  Incentives such as density bonuses are also a valuable tool in obtaining additional open space and 
recreation amenities.

Action P-1.5  Partner with neighborhood groups and other volunteer groups on certain park 
maintenance tasks.  
Park maintenance is often a challenge for communities because of funding.  Many communities have improved the 
maintenance of their parks by engaging neighborhoods and residents to fulfi ll this need.  The City of Buda should 
encourage, support, and even partner with neighborhood groups, park “friends” groups, or an “adopt a park” 
group to assist with certain park maintenance tasks to alleviate the demand for funding for this service.
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Action P-1.6  Consider evaluating the costs and benefi ts of contracting out some park 
maintenance work.
Park maintenance may be more effi ciently done by contracting it out to a private provider.    Review the cost and 
benefi t of doing so.  If contracting maintenance is more effi cient, hire a maintenance company.

Action P-1.7  Establish partnerships and organizational structures to leverage resources to 
achieve the goals, objectives, and actions of this Parks and Recreation Element and the goals, 
objective, and actions of a Park Master Plan and Trails Master Plan.  
Being located over a signifi cant water source and in an environmentally sensitive area, Central Texas, and more 
specifi cally Hays County, have strong environmental protection goals and agendas.  Public agencies as well as non-
profi t environmental advocacy groups are active in protecting this environmentally sensitive land.  These entities will 
be valuable partners for Buda in its efforts to protect the community’s natural resources and qualities.  These actions 
could include expanding recreation opportunities in Buda, and acquiring, developing, improving, and managing parks, 
open space, greenbelts, and natural areas.

Action P-1.8  Regularly monitor the needs, interests, and satisfaction with the park and open 
space system through a citizens satisfaction survey.
 

Objective P-2 Focus existing funding and efforts to make improvements to 
existing parks.

Through public meetings, the citizen survey, and stakeholder meetings, it became apparent that there are a number of parks 
that need improvements or have yet to be completed.  Many of these improvements have been discussed since the 2002 
Comprehensive Plan, but they have not been high priorities.  The City needs to focus existing funding and efforts to make the 
desired improvements to existing parks.  

Action P-2.1  Improve pedestrian and bicycle access to City Park, Bradfi eld Park, and 
Stagecoach Park.
City Park, Bradfi eld Park, and Stagecoach Park are all popular destinations for both residents of Buda as well as 
visitors to downtown.  Install wide sidewalks along Main Street between downtown and the regional center at IH 35 to 
improve pedestrian and bicycle access to these destinations.

The FY 2010-2011 Budget identifi es 
6 park maintenance staffmembers.
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Action P-2.2  Identify an opportunity to install a parking lot for Bradfi eld Park.
The “park entrance” to Bradfi eld Park is in the Bradfi eld neighborhood, which creates traffi c and excess activity in the 
neighborhood.  Construct a parking lot off Main Street to provide access to Bradfi eld Park and reduce park traffi c in the 
Bradfi eld neighborhood.

Action P-2.3  Improve City Park as a signature community park.  Master plan City Park as both an 
outdoor events venue for festivals as well as a community park for residents of Buda.  The area to be 
planned should include the existing City Park area as well as the area immediately north of City Park 
and south of the water treatment facility.
City Park is the Buda’s primary “central park” that over time has become a popular 
events venue for festivals.  The events have been signifi cant in drawing visitors to 
downtown Buda.  A master plan of City Park needs to incorporate both these identities - 
both an outdoor events venue for festivals as well as a community park for residents of 
Buda.  

The area to be planned should include the existing City Park area as well as the area 
immediately north of City Park and south of the water treatment facility.  This area is 
owned by the City of Buda and is located in the fl oodplain.  During certain festivals it is 
used for events, like the cook-off staging area during the Weinerdog Festival.  However, it 
is unimproved and not used during other times.  

Some of the primary issues that need to be addressed with this master plan include 
parking (both for day-to-day use as well as for large events), how it interacts with 
downtown Buda, recreation facilities for use as a community park, facilities for events, 
recovery of park due to impact of events, event traffi c fl ow, and (if appropriate) 
incorporation of a library and civic center development.  

It is important to note that a grant from the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department was used 
to fund improvements to City Park.  The master plan should acknowledge that this fact will put restrictions on the use of City 
Park.  However, the benefi ts of potential improvements to City Park may outweigh any restrictions or penalties that may occur to 
accommodate certain improvements to the site.

Action P-2.4  Monitor the use of public parks and facilities by private organizations.  Develop event 
guidelines and increase the contribution requirements for events at public parks and facilities maintain 
upkeep of these facilities.  
Develop event guidelines and increase the contribution requirements for events at public parks and facilities maintain upkeep of 
these facilities.  Consider including guidelines and requirements that distinguish between activities organized by for-profi t entities 
versus not-for-profi t organizations.
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Objective P-3 Develop a citywide trail network that connects parks, open 
space areas, residential areas, downtown, shopping centers, 
and other destinations throughout Buda.

In 2002 and again in 2010, a top park and recreational need based on community input is to develop hike & bike trails for 
recreation as well as transportation.  This system of trails will help support a healthy community by making trails abundant and 
easily accessible to residents of Buda, as well as promote walking and bicycling as a way to get around rather than driving.  

Action P-3.1  Develop a Trail Master Plan for the City of Buda and its surrounding ETJ.
This action can be a component of the Buda Park and Recreation Master Plan  (Action P-1.1).  Whether a component 
of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, or a stand-alone Trail Master Plan, it must identify and prioritize trail 
opportunities, design standards for multi-use trails, and funding mechanisms.  The trails plan should also recognize 
that trails will be used both for recreational purpose as well as transportation to provide an option for walking or 
bicycling in Buda.

Action P-3.2  Work with the Hill Country Conservancy and property owners to identify 
opportunities to provide connectivity and access to Dahlstrom Ranch from Buda.  
The Hill Country Conservancy helped to preserve Dahlstrom Ranch west of Buda.  A piece of Dahlstrom Ranch is in 
Buda’s ETJ.  The Onion Creek corridor runs through Dahlstrom Ranch and is an opportunity to provide a trail to access  
Dahlstrom Ranch.  The HCC may have limits on when and who may access the property, so the City will need to work 
with the entity.  

Action P-3.3  Work with developers, property owners, and homeowner associations to 
develop trails on greenways and other linear open spaces.  
Create natural preserves and greenways in the fl oodplains of Onion Creek, Garlic Creek, and other fl ood-prone 
areas in Buda.  Protect these areas and acquire access points and enough public site control to develop a trail system 
that connects parks, destinations, and other public spaces throughout the City and region.

Action P-3.4  Identify “urban trail” corridors along Buda’s streets and drainage corridors that 
connect to and contribute to the trail network in Buda.  
The trail system should not be limited to the more natural areas such as creeks.  The system should also include 
paths along streets and drainage corridors.  This is the only way the trail system will be connected.  Use trees and 
streetscaping elements (where appropriate) to enhance the environment along these urban trail corridors. 
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Action P-3.5  Utilize the Trail Master Plan to require incorporation of trails into site plans 
and plats of subdivisions, PUDs, and other suitable public and private facilities.  
In order to promote use of the trail system and be benefi cial to Buda’s residents, it needs to be accessible to the 
residents and destinations.  As the trail system is developed, require trail connections from neighborhoods, public 
facilities, and private developments to established trails.  

Objective P-4 Increase accessibility and proximity of recreational 
opportunities to all Buda’s residents.

In order to maximize the community and quality of life benefi ts that parks, open space, and recreation have, they need to 
be easily accessible to residents of Buda.  Easily accessible parks are more benefi cial to residents because they can get to 
them.  

Action P-4.1  Create and apply location criteria for location of new parks established in 
new developments (residential subdivisions or PUDs with a residential component) to 
maximize access to facilities by as many residents as possible.
In order to make parks and open space a valuable amenity to Buda, parks need to be easily accessible to the 
residents.  The UDC needs to be updated with detailed criteria for locating parks, particularly neighborhood parks.  
Parks should be in proximity to and accessible to the maximum number of households possible.  This may also 
include requirements for a neighborhood trail system or connections to a citywide trail system, when applicable.

Action P-4.2  Develop and adopt park design standards for new private developments and 
standards for park maintenance of private park facilities.  
Parks also need to be designed and maintained well to continue to benefi t the community.  Park amenities should 
refl ect the function of the park.  Additionally, park, open space, and recreation facilities should be maintained to 
a high standard.  Establish standards to ensure privately held community facilities and amenities are adequately 
maintained as established in homeowner association documents or other documentation.

Bradfi eld Park
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Objective P-5 Preserve open space assets throughout the area.

The City of Buda recognizes the need to preserve open space for today and future generations.  The 
term “open space” typically identifi es publicly or privately owned land of one or more acre that has 
a minimal amount of development.  These lands are usually set aside to permanently preserve unique, 
rare, or easily damaged natural resources such as wetlands, riparian woodlands, steep slopes, and 
natural drainage ways or fl oodplains.  Depending on the sensitivity of the property, open space may 
or may not be suitable for some passive recreation activities such as walking and picnicking.  The 
City owns some properties that are identifi ed as open space that are not currently used for passive 
recreation purposes such as walking and picnicking.  

Action P-5.1  Promote cluster developments/conservation developments 
that establish conservation easements over environmentally sensitive 
areas.  
Cluster developments are a creative way to infl uence development to preserve open space.  Buda’s UDC currently has 
a zoning category of this development type, but it has not been used by a developer.  Use density bonuses, transfer 
of development rights, purchase of development rights, and preservation credits to incentivize conservation of open 
space, greenbelts, and other natural areas.  

Action P-5.2  Develop conservation and funding strategies to acquire open space and natural 
areas for public use. 
Research and utilize appropriate mechanisms to acquire and protect open space areas.  Acquisition tools may include 
fee simple acquisitions, donated or purchased conservation or historic preservation easements, transfer or purchase 
of development rights, and development incentives.  Additionally, for public-private partnerships to assist with 
maintenance of these open space areas, such as land trusts, foundations, and other conservancies.

Action P-5.3  Identify areas to be preserved based on environmental features and 
preservation benefi ts, such as protection of water quality, wildlife habitats, storm water 
management, and unique land features.  
Identify key open space corridors such as major creeks or drainage ways where public access is desired.  Use the 
Greenprint for Growth for Central Texas and Hays County Conservation Plan to help identify these areas.  Create 
natural preserves and greenways in the fl oodplains of Onion Creek, Garlic Creek, and other fl ood-prone areas in 
Buda.  Protect these areas and acquire access points and enough site control to develop a trail system that connects 
parks, destinations, and other public spaces throughout the City and region.  

A trail and picnic areas are 
developed along Garlic Creek in 

the Cullen Country neighborhood.
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Action P-5.4  Develop standards for public and private open space access, programs, and use 
(e.g., public access, passive recreation).  
Depending on the sensitivity of the property, open space may or may not be suitable for some passive recreation activity 
such as walking and picnicking.  Standards outlining the appropriate levels of activity for different open space areas will 
help facilitate these decisions by City leaders, staff, and private developers and property owners.  

Objective P-6 Develop new recreation opportunities.

Throughout the planning process of Buda 2030, a number of other recreational opportunities were identifi ed by residents.  
Research the demand for and opportunities to provide these services to residents of Buda.

Action P-6.1  Research demand and opportunities for a city-owned or sponsored recreation 
center and/or swimming pool.
The hot climate of Buda makes swimming a very popular activity and an important consideration of the recreation 
picture in the community.  Aquatic recreation provides several benefi ts to a community, making it an  integral part of 
establishing and sustaining a high quality of life for Buda.  Aquatic facilities provide social benefi ts, help attract residents 
and employers to the city, promote physical fi tness, and diversifi es recreation opportunities in Buda.  The Citywide Survey 
found that over 50% of Buda’s residents feel an aquatic recreation opportunity is an important or very important issue, 
and 11% of survey respondents feel it is the top park system issue the City should address.  However, a majority of the 
neighborhoods and subdivisions within Buda’s city limits do not have access to a community swimming pool.

Successful planning for a city-operated public aquatic facility relies on a process that includes community comment, 
demographic projections, and appropriate goal setting.  A cost-benefi t analysis should also be done to evaluate the cost 
of building and operating the facility and the benefi t to the community.  The Park and Recreation Master Plan (P-1.1) 
should incorporate these items.  

Action P-6.2  Consider the creation of a nature-based tourism facility such as a botanical garden, 
horticulture center, or native wildfl ower center focused on the environmental heritage of Buda.

Action P-6.3  Enhance recreational programming in Buda.
Partner with Hays CISD, Hays County, YMCA Hays Communities Branch, and other private recreation organizations to use 
existing facilities in the City of Buda to enhance recreational programming opportunities.

Action P-6.4  Identify opportunities to develop plazas and other “urban spaces” in downtown 
Buda.
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Objective P-7 Protect Buda’s environmental quality and identity by preserving 
the existing “urban forest”.

Trees are valuable in Buda.  Many people associate them with the rural and small town character.  More so, they are valuable 
as they help alleviate temperature increases.  They provide shade for walking along streets and picnicking in parks.  An 
“urban forest” or tree preservation program will help advance Buda’s approach to improving and maintaining a high level of 
environmental quality.

Action P-7.1  Ensure enforcement of the existing Tree Preservation and Mitigation ordinance 
to provide guidance on planting, maintaining, and removing trees along streets, parks, and 
other public spaces.
Section 8.7 of Buda’s UDC describes the purpose and requirements of the City’s Tree Preservation and Mitigation 
ordinance.

Action P-7.2  Expand applicability of the Tree Preservation and Mitigation ordinance to 
include City maintained right-of-ways and utility easements, with proper exceptions as 
necessary.

Action P-7.3  Develop staff expertise to manage the community’s trees, enforcement of the 
tree care ordinance, and materials to educate residents as to the importance of urban forests 
and proper tree care.
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